DelLaVallet Bidiefono / Baninga Company
Open?

© Nicolas Guyot

CREATION IN CONGO / SUMMER 2011
CREATION IN FRANCE / AUTOMNE 2011

September 2011, 21* — preview at Festival Cadences a Arcachon
October 2011, 4™ — creation at La Mégisserie - EPCC Vienne-Glane - Saint-Junien
October 2011, 6™ and 7" - Festival International des Francophonies en Limousin - Limoges
October 2011, 11™ and 12" - Lieu Unique - Nantes
October 2011, 18" - Théatre Paul Eluard - Choisy-le-Roi
October 2011, 20", 21%' | 22™ - Maison des Arts et de la Culture de Créteil
March 2012, 22" - Théatre de Saint Quentin en Picardie
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Open?

Credits and dates

Conception and choreography DelLaVallet Bidiefono (asso.baninga@yahoo.fr - Congo + 242 06 657 93 40)

With Ella Ganga, Camille Tholliez Dimitri Aubin Babakila, Malone Bay imissa and DelLaVallet
Bidiefono

Lighting design Stéphane Aubert helped by Cléo Konongo

Sound design Jean-Noél Frangoise

Set design DelLaVallet Bidiefono and Stéphane ‘Babi’ Aubert

Set construction Ismaél Troussier

Lights manager Stéphane ‘Babi’ Aubert or Cléo Konongo

Sound manager Jean-Noél Francoise or Périg Villerbu

Administration, production and tour managers Antoine Blesson and Claire Nollez
Administration in Congo Christian Mudzika

Production Baninga Company / Le Grand Gardon Blanc

Coproduction Théatre Paul Eluard de Choisy-Le-Roi, Festival Inte  rnational des Francophonies en
Limousin, la Mégisserie — EPCC Vienne-Glane and Institut Francais du Congo

With the support of ADAMI, SPEDIDAM, the INSTITUT FRANCAIS in the framework of Afrique et
Caraibes en creations, the Fonds SACD musique de scene, the French Embassy in Republic of
Congo and La halle de la Gombe Institut Francais de Kinshasa

Tour
Air France supports performances in Kinshasa and Brazzaville

September 2011, 7" — preview at la Halle de la Gombe / Institut Francais de Kinshasa
September 2011, 9" — preview at I'Institut Francais du Congo & Brazzaville

September 2011, 21* — preview at Festival Cadences a Arcachon

October 2011, 4™ — creation at La Mégisserie - EPCC Vienne-Glane - Saint-Junien
October 2011, 6™ and 7" - Festival International des Francophonies en Limousin - Limoges
October 2011, 11™ and 12" - Lieu Unique - Nantes

October 2011, 18" - Théatre Paul Eluard - Choisy-le-Roi

October 2011, 20", 21%' | 22™ - Maison des Arts et de la Culture de Créteil

March 2012, 22" - Théatre de Saint Quentin en Picardie

2012's tour in progress ...
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Open?

First idea

During the 20th century, ‘the West' has witnessed the rise of the concrete manifestations of feminist
ideas. Women have gradually acquired the right to education, work, control their property, voting, etc...
DelLaVallet discovered during his tours in Europe and thanks to his collaborations with French creators,
a "western world" marked by the Women's Liberation and its influence on thought, politics and life
organization in society.

In February 2010, with the support of CulturesFrance and the French Cultural Centre in Brazzaville,
DeLaVallet goes to Tunis for a research laboratory with stylist Salah Barka. Together, they undertake an
exploration of the possible uses of textiles and materials. DeLaVallet is then interpellated by the
phenomenon of veiling and decides to direct his next creation towards a reflection on the situation of
women in contemporary society, and especially on their relationships with men.

In Africa, most of the times, women hardly get any economic or legal independence, in comparison to
men. However, a closer look at the situation reveals that women are a driving force behind the
development of the continent.

For DelLaVallet, Congo is like a boxing ring, where everyone has a fight of his own. As a creator, he
himself has to struggle to be able to speak freely about his own time, to assert his own identity as well as
to shift boundaries. Today, contemporary dance contributes to a renewed dynamism in Africa. Especially
in Congo, contemporary creators organize festivals, set up production, research and development
structures... The vitality of this artistic field, despised until recently, now attracts the attention of public
authorities as well as of a growing part of the Congolese society.

With this evolution, DeLaVallet, who considers contemporary dance as an art of freedom and openness,
draws the parallel between his own fight as a creator, and the women’s combat in his country. His new
project was born from a desire to bring to light the vision and philosophy of African women, reflecting on
this transition from imprisonment to free speech.

Feminist ideas have hardly spread at all in Brazzaville. How do women live the contradiction, the gap
between the stagnation of their civil rights, and the growing importance of their political and social roles?

Silent until now, they’re starting to speak up. How do they lead their struggle for emancipation? How men
feel about this struggle? What are the consequences for relationships between men and women? And
the Congolese society? How does the ‘west’ consider this situation? What kind of new balance can be
found on ‘the ring’?

DeLaVallet calls present-day women, and asks plainly: where do we come from? Where are we going?
This is an open invitation to talk.

To this end, he surrounds himself with the dancers of the Baninga Company, including Ella Ganga, one
of only two professional female performers in contemporary dance in Congo. He also calls on Camille
Tholliez, a French performer he met at the Festival ‘Dialogue de Corps’ organized by La Termitiere -
Centre de Développement Chorégraphique de Ouagadougou.
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The creation, step by step

DelLaVallet usually writes his plays during the choreographic workshops he organizes with dancers from
Brazzaville, who gravitate around Baninga Company’s activities. In August 2010, DeLaVallet is therefore
working on his new creation throughout a month-long workshop held in Brazzaville. After this, he is able
to refine the selection of the artistic team for Open?, and to initiate scenographic work.

In February 2011, Stéphane Aubert and Jean-Noél Francoise join the Baninga Company for a full month.
They were respectively lighting designer and sound creator for the Company’s previous show. They had
met DeLaVallet while he was working on Our children scare us when we meet them in the stre et with
David Bobee, and they both joined the team of Prints / Words will come later  during the last residence
in France. For this project, DeLaVallet wanted them to be involved sooner in the creation process, and
above all, to have the opportunity to soak up the atmosphere of Brazzaville and of Congo. The French
dancer Camille Tholliez also joins the team at this stage. A public presentation of this step of the project
took place at the French Cultural Centre in Brazzaville on April 23", 2011.

DeLaVallet gathers the creative team once more in Brazzaville for three weeks in August 2011. This step
will get to the first public performance at the Halle de la Gombe — Institut Francais de Kinshasa
(Democratic Republic of Congo) then to a second performance at the Institut Frangais du Congo
(Républic of Congo) in early September 2011.

A last residence is planned in France in September 2011, to finalise the light and sound designs. The
show will be performed for the first time in Limoges within the framework of the Festival International
des Francophonies en Limousin region in early October 2011. After this, the tour (dates TBD) will start
and the show is to be presented during a few days at the Théatre Paul Eluard de Choisy-le-Roi and at
the Maison des Arts et de la Culture de Créteil

© Nicolas Guyot
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DeLaVallet Bidiefono

Born in Pointe-Noire, Congo, in the early 80’s, DelLaVallet is one of the rising figures of contemporary
dance, which is a young artistic discipline in Congo and in Africa in general. Nothing preordained
DeLaVallet to dance, except the fact that he was born in a country where dancing is a talent given at
birth. His own outstanding tenacity also allows him to work relentlessly, like a dance adventurer or a
researcher. DeLaVallet Bidiefono was born in a place where the words “arts” and “contemporary” never
matched. In fact, he was 15 years old when he heard the word for the first time.

He has been performing since the very beginning of the nineties, with several dance companies and
musical groups. He began as a singer and drummer in a musical band named "Racines”, and
progressively leaned towards contemporary dance.

In 2001, he moved to Brazzaville, where he launched his dance carrier. He took part in the
choreographic research workshops organised by the Centre Culturel Francais in Brazzaville, where he
worked with several artists and choreographers from Africa, Europe and America. This undoubtedly
enriched his work with a mix of cultures and blended influences.

Baninga Company

In 2005, DelaVallet founded the Baninga Company along with Cynthia Barthelemy (production manager
until February 2009) and created Free Speach (July 2005), which is the company's first choreography.
Pollution (October 2005) and Ndjila Na Ndjila — a road to another (September 2007) followed. Bit-by-
bit, the company established itself in the Congolese choreographic landscape.

On December 2006, DelaVallet took part in a professional training organised by La Termitiere, the
Choreographic Development Centre in Ouagadougou, where he met Salia Sanou. He worked on
Pollution under Salia’s artistic eye and advice. Salia later gave him a hand on Ndjila Na Ndjila — a road
to another .

The company Baninga was awarded the second prize at the African and Indian Ocean’s choreographic
meeting contest organised in Tunis in May 2008 by CulturesFrance and Ness El Fen. Thanks to this
price, Ndjila Na Ndjila — a road to another has toured in French and European dance centres and
festivals such as Montpellier Dance Festival and La Villette meetings.

February 2009, Prints / Words will come later is created at the French cultural Centre of Brazzaville
with the artistic collaboration of Salia Sanou. The French premiere follows at the Mégisserie — EPCC
Vienne-Glane in Saint-Junien then at the International Festival of the Francophonies in Limousin at
Limoges in September 2009. From then on the show has been touring in France (CDC Les Hivernales —
Avignon, Maison des Arts de Créteil, Gare Saint Sauveur — lille3000, Théatre National de Bretagne, La
Faiencerie scéne conventionnée de Creil, Hippodrome scéne national de Douai, etc.) and in Africa
(Brazzaville, Kinshasa, Libreville, Malabo, Bata, Bamako, Bobo Dioulasso, Ouagadougou, Dakar, ...).

In July 2011, David Lescot invites him for a creation at Festival d’Avignon in the framework of "Sujets a
vif" co-organized by Festival d’Avignon and SACD.

Collaboration with David Bobee / RICTUS GROUP

DelLaVallet has collaborated with the French stage director David Bobee on Our children frighten us
when we met them in the street . Written by Ronan Cheneau, directed by David Bobee, and
choreographed by DelLaVallet Bidiefono (created on January 2009 at the National Dramatic Centre of
Gennevilliers and touring in France), this show is the beginning of a long-term dialogue between the two
artists. Several dancers of the company Baninga are involved in Hamlet, RICTUS’s 2010 creation, which
is directed by David Bobee and choregraphied by DelLaVallet.

Project in Brazzaville

DelaVallet is a passionate artist who is committed to his country, and surrounds himself with artists from
Brazzaville and Pointe Noire with whom he works on a daily basis. As he juggles his choreographer life
with his dancing activities, DelaVallet contributes to develop the contemporary dance scene in
Brazzaville, hoping to raise public awareness. He is currently working on the creation of a Dance Centre
in Brazzaville, that will host and promote the work of local artists.
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